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OXCART INFORMA TION

1. Brief History

A, Program Goeahead
1, Derign and Model - 29 Augusi 1359
2, Fabrication -~ 8 February 1960
B, Firat Flight « 26 April 1962
C. First Mach 3,2 Flight - 27 November 1963
D. Operational date, Mach 2,8 - 5 Novernber 1964
E. Operational date, Mach 3.2 - 1 December 1965
¥. Number of flights aa of 29 February 1968 - 2731
G. Number of alrcrait as of 15 March 1958:
1. Operationally ready
2. Test aircgraft
3, Trainer alreraft

4. Alrcraft in storage
Total
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JI. Phase-cut Hiatory and Related Evente

A. At the request of the Bureau of the Budget, the BOB/DOD/CLA
ptudy of the OXCART A-IZ2/USAF SR«7l aircraft programs was
sccomplished in 31966, The purpose of the study was to make an
appraisal of the flesks, reguiresments and slternatives relating
to the fleet size, Including consolidation of assats and atoring
sorme aircraft for budgetary congiderations. In December 1966
after congideration of aeveral alternatives and the combined
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alrcraft fiecet mize, a Presldential decision was made to mothball
and store the A-12 alrgraft effective 31 December 1967, with all
reconnaissance missions being rasigned to the SAC SR-T71 fleet
under Alr Force manasgement.

In May 1967, 2 Presidential decision was made to deploy the A-12
to Kadena Alr Pase, Okinawa, for reconnaiseance overflights of

North Vietnam for the primery purpose of detecting the introduc~
tion of purface~to-aurface mispsiles into the country,

Bince the initial declsion to terminate, the OXCART program has
bgen extended twice at the recommendation of the EXCOM of the
NRF to allow for further refinemant of the SR«7]l operational
readiness posture, Kach extension was for a three month period;
the first was announced on 23 Oetober 1967 and the second on

29 December 1967,

SR-71 aircraft have been deployed to Kadena and on 13 Mazrch 1963
H3AC aseumes vesponsibllity for the North Vietnam reconnaissance
mission, The OXCART A-i2 aircraft will remain a8t Kadena at
least 30 days to provide a contingency overlap capability, after
which they will be returned to the United States.

The OXCART program now {8 scheduled to meaintain an opera-
tional posture through 30 June 196B, after which the atrcraft
will be stored and the program terminated,

111, ONCART Deployment Status

Date OXCART directed to deploy to Kadena - 16 May 1967
Date deployment completed - 26 May 1967
Operationally-ready date niter deployment - 28 May 1947
Firp{ operationsl mission - 31 May 1967

Tentaiive redeployment date - 15 April 1968
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F, Operational mission summary as of 15 March 1968:
1. Misslons flown - 28
24 North Vietnam {47 photo flight lines)
Z Cambodia {4 photo flight lines)

2 Narth Korea {5 photo flight lines)
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