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SUMMARY OF A-12/8R-71 ACCIDENTS
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1. Aireraft 8/N 123 (A-13) Yot et

A. Date: 28 May 1963 = 0/sA. /91‘

25X1A B. Pilot: EEEEEssmerss Project Pilot

C. Location: 14 NM mouth - mouthwest of Wendover, Utah.

Adrereft totally disintegrated and desiroyed on impact.
p. Findings: {(Primary Cause) The primary cruse of this
accident was meterisl failure in that the total pressure
portg of the pito¥ sysiem probably becane blocked by
jce, which gave the pilet false increased airspeed and

Mach readings on both the TRI and conventional indicated

alrspeed system, this was followad by unplugging which

cansed repid rundown of Mach and KEAS back to correck

readings at approximetely 160 KEAB, further confuping

the pilot. NOTE: This pitot heating system was

designed and qualified in accordance with MEIL-P-256324A.
E. Findings: {Contributing Causes):

1. The pilot failed to comply with brisfing ingtructions
that he abori this misgion if he éncountered IFR
conditions and/or any undercest that would prevent
visurl observations for the INE and V/E sensor.

8. The Mach Trim subsystem of the AFLS, receiving the
game erronecus lMach signals as the TDI, added nose
up trim to the aircraft, thus further increéeing

the angle of attack and increasing the rate of air-
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Pilot friled to take adequate corrective actien
after evaluation of ingtrument readings.
Weather contributed to this accident in that
pitot icing most probhadbly cccurred when fiving
thru visible weoilsture just prior to the turn
at Wendover, and instrument conditions existed
during the Zinal phase of fiight.

There a8 no alternate pilitoi-static socurce which
the pilot could have ussd to sheck instrument
raadinga.

The F-181B alreraft wvas unable to provide chese
support during the critical time the A-12 was
axperiencing pitot-static difficuity and air-
gpeed was bleeding down, due totthe wide margin
in sub-goniec flight performance between the two

gircraft.

Pilot Status: Successfullyegiscted at approximately

36,000 feet., Only injurias sustzined were & mild

back sorensss.
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sdreyaft S/H 133 {(A-12)

A
8.
C.
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Date: 9 July 1884

piioy: HeMEEmEeEEAC Test Pilot

Location: [HESMEIEN(spprooch end of runway- spproximately

1 mite) Aireraft was totslly destroyed.

Pindings: {Primary Cause}

1'

The primary cause of this accident was that the
outboard elevon serve valve stuck in the partislly
gpen pozition causing the right outbozrd elevon

to graduslly move to the full down positicon. This
imperted move left roll to the aircraft then could
be overcome by the pilot. The gticking of this
valve resulted from the cowbination of three condil-
tions; warpage of kthe velve jncurred in operatlonal
uge, & temperature shock condition due to & rapid
change in £1iight conditlons and metal particles
within the serve valve probably goounmulinied during
manufaoture.

The designed clesrance between the metering spool
and the valve body of tha sexrvo unite ig neceassarily
smell aceentuating the consequences of contamination,
panufacturing tolerances, temperalure changes, or
other outside influenceam. This faet coupled with
the relatively ligkt force capable of heing sxerted

by the elevon machanical transmissien aysten (136 1lbs)
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increassg the peasibility of 2 malfunction.
B, Additional Fiandings not Contributing to the Acecident:

i. The f£light recorder wes destroyed on impact. 1In
addition 1t did not have & pufficient number of
parameters to provide s memningful and complete
flight datas history.

2, A-12 aiveraft take-offs and landings were not
being £ilmed.

3. After activation of the smergency oxygen syston
opening of the face visor of the pressure puit
getivated rapid flow of emergency oxygen about
the pilota face cyeaiing 2 firé‘hazard.

F. Pilot Status: Buccessful sjection at epproximately

200 feet. DNo injurles sustaianed, uninimal muscular

atrain from qjection and parachute opening forces.
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113. Alreraft B/8 128 {(A-12)

A
B,
C.

D,

e,
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Pate; 28 Decembsyr 1965

Pilot: EE e rroject Pilot

Location: [EliEEE Aircraft destreyed, flylog time

30 meconds.

Findingm: (Primary Causs) Heintsnance error. {(Wiring

for Yaw and Pitch vate gyvros of the estability suguenta-

tion system was connected in reverse.)

Tindinga: {(Contributing Causss)

1. Supervisory errorg by elsctricsl supervisor and
ingpsctor,

2. Design deficiency which made it pbssible to
counect the Yaw and Pitch rats gyros ln reverse.

Pilot Status: Buccessful ejection at approximately

150 - 200 feet asbove the ground. Injuvies sustained -

bruise on right hand and right foot from initial

ground impact.
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IV, 4Alrcra®t S/N 61-7952 {#2003) {SR-71)

A. Date: 25 Janusyry 1968

B. Crew: PiloiSSSSSii BNl (LAC Tost Pilot)
25X 1A 750 R :

BUAC Engineer)

€. lLecation: Harding, New Mexico - 330°/107 NM, Cannon AFB
Alrcraft totally destroyed snd mtrewn over an ares
approximately 16 milem long gnd 5 miles wide.

D. Findings: (Primary Cause) MNiscellgnecus unsafe condi-
tion in thet the sircreft wss flown into a statically
unstable regime in which a disturbsnce im the Piich
axis vesulted in development of a Pitch rate which
could not be controlled.

¥. Findings: {(Contributing Causeg)

Prodzble- Pilot precccupation ceused by maznual opera-
tion of engine inlet doors.

F. Crow Status:

Pilot - Foreibly ripped from geat through lap belt
and shoulder harness by wind apd pressure forces as

SX14
rireraft disintegrated at approximatelyEiiEEnnusimmes 8

26x1A - [N Injuries sustainsd - minor centusions

and abragiong. PEX1A

R8O ~ Fatal ejection at approxizstelyll

25X1A RSN Manner in which sest was fired im unknown

but once aeguence bagan, all pystems functiomed in
propey order. Injuries sustained - broken neck and
hyperemia. Probably as a result of excessive G-forces

when aircraft disintegrated snd during etection.
o &




